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REVEALING FACTS ON THE ZIMBABWEAN CRISIS

A newly released fact sheet on the Zimbabwean crisis reveals the cumulative effect of the economic collapse and crumbling infrastructure on a population reeling from mass-scale starvation and disease.

Contrary to the frequently quoted population figure of 12.5 million, which dates back to the beginning of 2000, the fact sheet suggests it could be as low as seven to eight million people. 

There are numerous reasons for the dramatic decline.

It began with the displacement of an estimated 500 000 farm workers after the violent farm invasions that took place in February 2000, three days after President Mugabe lost a referendum which would have further entrenched his power.

 The commercial farmers and their farm workers were the initial target group as they were believed to be supporters of the opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) party. 

The unresolved land issue was also the only trump card left for an increasingly unpopular president who had been in power since 1980 and whose policies had catapulted the country into a serious economic decline.

Although the take-over of the commercial farms was said by the government to be a mechanism for handing over agricultural land to “landless blacks”, this proved not to be the case.

The main beneficiaries of “land reform” programme were Zimbabwe’s elite – the security forces, Zanu-PF’s politburo members, their family members and even judges. 

After decimating the commercial farming sector, the government’s next violent crackdown was on largely poor urban communities, since the MDC had a very strong urban following and was perceived to be a potential hotbed of dissent.

During Operation Murambatsvina. which took place during the icy winter of 2005, the state destroyed the homes – both informal and solid brick dwellings - of more than 700 000 people, forcing thousands back into the more easily controlled rural areas.

In addition, at least 32 500 small and micro-businesses across the country, including well-established market places, were destroyed, creating a loss of livelihood for more than 96 600 people, mostly women.

The near total collapse of the health care sector has also contributed significantly to the population decline.  At present the death toll is estimated to be at least 3 500 people per week – around 14 000 people a month.


In the face of economic collapse, hyper inflation – currently as high as 200 000% - and ongoing state-sponsored violence, as many as four million people are believed to have fled the country, mainly into neighbouring countries, notably South Africa and Botswana.

An estimated 25 percent of all Zimbabweans are in political or economic exile – the biggest proportional mass movement of a population in ‘peacetime’ ever in modern history.


When Mugabe became Prime Minister at independence in 1980, Zimbabwe had the second largest economy in southern Africa and the currency was valued at Z$1 to US$2. 

Twenty-seven years later however, the exchange rate had dropped to just Z$1 million to US$1. 

By September 2007, inflation was estimated at 7 892,1%, although independent economists put the real figure closer to 25 000%. 

At that point, the situation had deteriorated to such a degree, that the Zimbabwe’s Central Statistical Office could no longer provide data on the inflation rate, as there were not enough goods left in the shops to make price comparisons. 

Finally, by the end of January 2008, the rate had tumbled to between Z$7,5 and Z$12 million to US$1 on the black market.

The government’s answer to hyperinflation was to print money in increasingly large and unwieldy denominations. 

Tracking the country’s disastrous decline, the World Bank described the Zimbabwean economic meltdown as “the worst outside a war zone".

With Zimbabwe’s economy in freefall, and in the face of a barrage of criticism from the West, the government turned to the East, and specifically to China. 

By December 2007, China had become Zimbabwe’s second largest trading partner after South Africa. Three years prior to this, in 2004, a cash-strapped Zimbabwe had bought 12 fighter jets and 100 military vehicles from China, the estimated value of which was US$200 million.

Prior to 2000, the three main contributors to Zimbabwe’s economy were the agricultural, mining and tourism sectors.  Agriculture was the largest employer.

In 2000, the number of operating commercial farms was about 4 300. Eight years on, it is estimated that only 350 to 400 farms are operational and up to 70% of commercial agriculture has been destroyed.  

According to extracts from the FAO/WFP Global Information and Early Warning System Special Report: the large-scale commercial farming sector now produces less than one-tenth of the maize that it produced in the 1990s. 

National cereal production in 2007 was estimated to be 44 percent down on the government estimate, resulting in a significant national food gap. 

The 2007 maize harvest estimate was 799 000 tonnes, 46% down on 2006. Only an estimated 10% of the country's winter wheat crop was planted due to shortages of fuel, fertilizer and power.

Owing to the failure in production levels, as well as the economic collapse, it was estimated that by January 2008 the population - both urban and rural - in need of food assistance would have risen to 4.1million. 

The World Food Program lists Zimbabwe as one of the global hunger hotspots.

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) estimates that Zimbabwe now has 1.6 million Zimbabwean AIDS orphans, the highest percentage in the world.

The average life expectancy of adults is just 34 years for women, and 37 for men.  The number of doctors per 10 000 Zimbabweans stands at just one.

Unemployment is over 85% and businesses continue to close their doors daily, unable to operate in the government’s hostile business climate and under the chaotic and hyper inflationary conditions. 

Violations of human rights abuses by the Mugabe government are well documented.  The Gukurahundi massacres of the early ‘80s in Matabeleland resulted in the deaths of between 10 000 and 30 000 people.  The exact numbers will never be known. 


According to human rights documentation, 2007 was the worst year for human rights abuses since 2000.  On record were at least 6 000 instances of abuse, more than 90 cases of politically motivated kidnappings and abductions, and 3 463 cases of torture.


The impact of the crisis on Zimbabwe’s once prized wildlife has been catastrophic and the decimation of the gene pools of wildlife and domestic animals will impact on the country for generations.  


Prior to the land invasions, the country had higher numbers of wildlife in its 14 conservancies and on the commercial farms than in its popular, well stocked game reserves. 


It is estimated that more than 90 percent of the wildlife has been destroyed, a total of about 560 000 animals.

ENDS

Useful web-links: 

· Economic Rankings: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_Human_Development_Index
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Zimbabwe#2000.E2.80.932008
· Devaluation of the Zim dollar: 

http://news.monstersandcritics.com/business/news/article_1382114.php/Zimbabweans_use_eggs_to_calculate_exchange_rate
· Corruption Ranking: 

http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2007/nis_africa#cost
· Agricultural Sector: 

http://www.fao.org/docrep/010/10127e/10127e00.htm
www.economic.co.zw
http://allafrica.com/stories/200712061036.html
· Food Crisis and Aid: 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/EGUA-7BRSSU?OpenDocument
http://www.wfp.org/english/?ModuleID=137&Key=2511
· Transport crisis: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zimbabwean_dollar
· Continuation of land ‘reform’: 

http://allafrica.com/stories/printable/200711020721.html
· Tourism Crisis:      

      http://allafrica.com/stories/200712071050.html 

· Diaspora and the Brain-Drain: 

http://www.fin24.com/articles/default/display_article.aspx?Nav=ns&ArticleID=1518-1786_1807205
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zimbabwean_dollar
http://www.ipsterraviva.net/Africa/viewstory.asp?idnews=1626
· Living Standards: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_Zimbabwe
http://www.crisiszimbabwe.org/print.php?news.205
http://www.fin24.com/articles/default/display_article.aspx?ArticleId=1518-25_2249487
· Plight of Children: 

http://www.un.org/radio/7385.asp
· Health

http://www.afro.who.int/home/countries/fact_sheets/zimbabwe.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1751 :

http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=73897
http://www.kubatana.net/html/archive/opin/071206times.asp?sector=OPIN
http://allafrica.com/stories/200801170559.html
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