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Population 

· Estimated population in 1890:  250 000

· Estimated population in 2000:  Between 12.5 and 13 million.  

· Estimated population in 2008:  Current estimates indicate the population could be as low as 7-8 million.

· It is estimated that 60-70% of the population lives in rural areas.

Reasons for Decline in Population

· 2000: Catalyst for refugee crisis:  In February 2000, President Mugabe lost a referendum to change the constitution and further entrench his power.  Three days later the violent invasion of the commercial farming sector was initiated. President Mugabe blamed the commercial farmers and farm workers for supporting the opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC). Hundreds of housands of farm workers, many of Malawian descent, were forced off the farms and their farm villages were destroyed, leaving them destitute.

· 2005: Operation Murambatsvina (May/June 2005) triggered another wave of refugees. The Mugabe government swooped on and destroyed the homes of more than 700 000 mainly poor urban people – predominantly opposition MDC supporters.  According to United Nations estimates, more than 2.4 million people were affected.

· 2007: During July, Mugabe ordered businesses to restore prices to their June 18 levels after a surge in inflation. This resulted in massive shortages of foodstuffs, forcing people to buy food on the black market at astronomical prices.  

· Deaths: An estimated 3 500 people die each week in Zimbabwe, due to a nexus of the AIDS pandemic, the food crisis (following the destruction of the commercial farming sector), the economic meltdown and the collapse of the healthcare sector.  This figure is more than those dying in Iraq, Darfur or Lebanon.  
At Independence from Britain in 1980:  Comparative Data

· Economy:  Zimbabwe had the second largest economy in Southern Africa

· GDP:  Zimbabwe had the third highest GDP per capita in Southern Africa

· Exports:  Zimbabwe was the world’s largest exporter of tobacco, after the USA

· Gold production:  Zimbabwe was the world’s sixth largest gold producer

· Currency:  Z$1 was worth US$2.  In October 2007, the rate had dropped to Z$1 million to US$1. At the end of January 2008, the rate was up to between Z$7,5 and Z$12 million to US1.on the black market (the street market or parallel market)

Post Independence Economic Growth and Decline

· Economic growth:  In the first two years after independence, the economy grew 24%

· Continued economic growth: This was followed by 15 years of annual growth of about 5%

· Inflation:  1980-1990:  During this period, inflation ranged from 9-12%.  
· National Debt:  By 1995, the national debt had reached US$5 billion, or 60% of GDP

· GDP:  1996 GDP growth of 10%;   2006 GDP dropped to minus 5%. 
· Export earnings: In 1997, Zimbabwe’s export earnings peaked at US$3,4 billion. The 1997 export earnings were expected to generate only about US$1,3 billion in foreign currency in a situation of persistent decline, despite the massive increases in global commodity prices. (Ex Daily News editor, Geoff Nyarota, January 2008)
· Between 1980 and 2001, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank and the African Development Bank pumped a combined US$2.4 billion into the Zimbabwean economy.

Economic Collapse

· Economic contraction:  The world’s fastest shrinking economy. At the end of November 2007, Zimbabwean Finance Minister Samuel Mumbengegwi confirmed that the economy had contracted by a cumulative 40% since 2000.  GDP shrank by 42% between 1998 and 2006.  

· GDP:  The reduction in GDP for 2007 was estimated at 12%

· Exports: R 50 billion in 1997 compared to just R 7 billion in 2005

· Inflation rate: The world's highest rate of inflation: 
· Inflation rate for November 2006:  
    1 099%. 

· Inflation rate for April 2007:  

    3 714%.

· Inflation rate for September 2007: 
    7 892,1% 

· Inflation rate for October 2007: 
  14 850%

· Inflation rate for November 2007:  
  26 740.8%

· Year-on-year inflation for Dec 2007:
  66 212.3%

· Inflation rate for March 2008:  
200 000% (estimate)

· Zimbabwe’s Central Statistical Office (CSO) stopped providing data on inflation in September 2007 because there were not enough goods left in the shops to make price comparisons.  The eventual estimate was 7 892.1%, although independent economists put the real figure closer to 25 000%.

· The CSO released a statement to banks in February 2008 advising that the year-on-year inflation rate for the month of December 2007, as measured by the all items Consumer Price Index (CPI) stood at 66 212.3%, gaining 39 714.5 percentage points on the November rate of 26 740.8%.  

· This means that prices (as measured by the CPI), had increased by an average 66 212.3% between December 2006 and December 2007.

· Independent analysts estimated the real annual rate of inflation was closer to 150 000% 

· This is the highest in the world, with the next highest being Burma at 40%.
Economic Rankings

· Meltdown:  The World Bank describes the Zimbabwean economic meltdown as “the worst outside a war zone"

· Failed States Index 2007:  Zimbabwe rated fourth and was listed as “critical”.  Sudan (1), Iraq (2), Somalia (3), Zimbabwe (4), Chad (5), Ivory Coast (6), Democratic Republic of Congo (7), Afghanistan (8), Guinea (9), Central African Republic (10).

· UNDP’s Human Development Index 2007/2008 Report:  Zimbabwe is ranked 151 out of 177 countries on the United Nations Development Programme’s Human Development Index.  For more information: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_countries_by_Human_Development_Index 


· Foreign Debt August 2007:  Over US$4,4 billion.  

· Mugabe’s supporters maintain that economic hardship has been brought about by Western-backed economic sanctions instituted through the United Nations.  However, the only sanctions applied are targeted sanctions – which include travel sanctions – applied to a list of senior Zanu PF officials.  

· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Zimbabwe#2000.E2.80.932008 

Devaluation of the Zimbabwean Dollar

· August 2006:  The Zimbabwe dollar was devalued by 60%.  Three zeros were removed from the currency and the new official exchange rate to the US$ was set at Z$250:US$1.  
· September 2007: Just one year later, the Zimbabwe government devalued the official exchange rate to Z$30,000 against the U.S. dollar.

· October 2007:  The parallel (street or black market) exchange rate for US$1 reached Z$1 million, and as much as Z$1.5 million to US$1 for transactions of sums of US$10,000 or more in externalised funds.
· December 2007:  The International Herald Tribune reported that the Zimbabwean currency had slumped to Z$4 million to US$1 on the black market.


· December 2007. Zimbabwe's Central Bank responded to the cash crunch by issuing high-value notes in Z$750 000 (about US$6 or R42 at the official exchange rate but just US$0.12 on the black market), as well as Z$500 000 and Z$250 000 denominations.

· December 2007:  The new index:  Innovative locals in Zimbabwe have adopted the ‘Hard-Boiled Egg Index’ (HBEI); to determine what they are calling a fair value of exchange rate. The HBEI, popularised by a local financial columnist, works on the premise that across Africa, US$1 buys around eight eggs. In December just one egg cost approximately Z$350 000 x 8 = Z$2.8 million to purchase US$1. Fore more information:  http://news.monstersandcritics.com/business/news/article_1382114.php/Zimbabweans_use_eggs_to_calculate_exchange_rate 

· January 2008: The Central Bank estimates that more than 90% of the Zimbabwe currency in circulation is not going through the banking system.  

Diaspora Remittances

· About US$100 million a month comes into the system from remittances sent by the 4 million or so Zimbabweans living outside the country.  This figure now matches the value of export earnings.  (Ex Daily News editor, Geoff Nyarota, January 08)


Corruption Ranking

· In 2002, an African Union report noted that, while corruption is illegal everywhere in Africa, it was costing the continent nearly US$150bn a year.

· In 2003, Transparency International (TI), an organisation monitoring global corruption, ranked Zimbabwe the 77th most corrupt out of 130 countries evaluated. By 2005, Zimbabwe had slid to 130 out of 163 countries and was deemed to be “very corrupt”. 

For more information: http://www.transparency.org/news_room/in_focus/2007/nis_africa#cost 

Industrial Sector

· 2007: Most of Zimbabwe’s major companies were operating at below 30% of capacity with some down to 15%, the ruling Zanu PF party (in a rare admission), said there was in fact an ‘economic meltdown’, and blamed it on controversial policies.

· By the end of August 2007, more than 12 000 executives, businessmen and managers had been arrested and fined for defying a government edict in June; to slash all prices by around 50%.
· By the end of October 2007, a staggering 28 000 business people had been arrested, detained and charged by the police, resulting in disastrous food shortages and empty supermarket shelves countrywide. Many businesses could no longer afford to keep operating and were forced to close down.

· During March 2008, President Mugabe signed into law the indigenisation legislation, empowering the state to take over control of foreign- and white-owned businesses. The move came just three weeks before presidential and parliamentary elections and was widely viewed as yet another vote-buying exercise.
Mining Sector

· 2007: At the close of the year, the mining sector had lost more than half of its skilled personnel.
· Production of gold fell by 30% during 2007 due to widespread power outages and foreign currency problems.
Power Crisis
· October 2007:  The Hwange Power Station, one of the largest power stations in the country, was reported to be in need of care and maintenance, and was operating at 10% capacity. Zimbabwe imports nearly 40% of its power from South Africa, the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Mozambique.
· December 2007: Zimbabwe faced more power cuts after South Africa and Zambia stopped supplies over an outstanding US$42 million debt.  

· Petrol is largely available only on the black market and costs Z$48 million per litre. For more information: http://www.zwnews.com/issuefull.cfm?ArticleID=18431 

Service Delivery Crisis

Nationally: service delivery has collapsed, or is in danger of collapsing. Councils are unable to deliver or purify water, treat sewerage or collect garbage. Power outages are also escalating.

China – A Major Trading Partner

· In 2004, cash-strapped Zimbabwe bought 12 fighter jets and 100 military vehicles from China.  Estimated value of deal:  US$200 million.  (Report by Fin24 (SA) – 13 June 2004

· In 2005, the Mugabe regime took delivery of a new consignment of arms from China, six weeks before the March 31 parliamentary elections. (Report by Zim Online - 22 February 2005)

· In June 2006, the Guardian (UK) reported that China’s trade with Africa had jumped by 39% to £17bn in the first 10 months of 2005, according to Chinese trade statistics - a surge fuelled by increased imports of African oil.
· In October 2006, China View reported that China, keen to secure strategic natural resources to help sustain its economic growth of more than 10%, was investing heavily in agriculture and mining in Zimbabwe. Chinese investment in Zimbabwe is estimated to be billions of dollars.  http://news.xinhuanet.com/misc/2006-10/27/content_5257562.htm
· In November 2007, the Zimbabwean newspaper reported that Zimbabwe was buying arms from China in exchange for mining and farming concessions. 
· In December 2007, the press reported that China has become Zimbabwe’s second largest trade partner after South Africa.  (Report by Deutsche Presse-Agentur – 8 December 2007)

Agricultural Sector – Prior to the Land Invasions in 2000

· Commercial farming started in Zimbabwe in the 1890s on what was for the most part virgin land in a country devoid of infrastructure.  

· Population estimate at the time:  250 000 people.  

· Total area:  390 759 square kilometres.

· 76% of the 12,5 million people of Zimbabwe used to make a direct living from the land:  7,5 million living in communal areas and 2 million living on commercial farms.

· In 1975, before the end of the bush war, the percentage of land under commercial agriculture was 37,25%.  Of this figure, only 50% of the land is arable, ie half of the 37,25% which is 18,62%.

· In 1975, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Year Book ranked Zimbabwe second in terms of yields of maize, wheat, soya beans and groundnuts, and third for cotton.  In the combined rankings, the country ranked first in the world. 

· In 1992, the Land Acquisition Act was enacted to speed up land reform by removing the “willing seller, willing buyer” clause.  Hundreds of abandoned and expropriated white farms ended up in the hands of cabinet ministers, senior government officials and wealthy indigenous businessmen.  Britain therefore withdrew aid to the land reform programme, accusing Mugabe of giving the land to his ‘cronies’. 

· In 1995, 28% of the land was owned by commercial farmers, the majority of whom were white.  

· By 2000 this figure had dropped to 22%, of which 18,5% was white owned.  The figure that Mugabe states, ie that white commercial farmers owned 70% of the land, is incorrect.
· Of the 4 300 large-scale commercial farmers operating in 2000, 82% had purchased their land after 1980, with certificates of ‘no present interest’ from the government because land was readily available for purchase.
· Total area of white-owned commercial farming land in Zimbabwe prior to the 2000 land invasions:

Sector






1980

2000
Commercial farmland held under freehold tenure
37,25%
22%

Small scale commercial
  


4%

  4%

Communal / resettlement land


41%

50%

Parks and state forests



16%

16%

Agricultural Sector – 2007

· Destruction of agriculture: Up to 70% of commercial agriculture has been destroyed.

· Extracts from the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) / World Food Program (WFP) Global Information and Early Warning System Special Report 5 June 2007:  http://www.fao.org/docrep/010/10127e/10127e00.htm 

a. Following the “land reform programme”, based on Central Statistaics Office (CSO) data, the large-scale commercial sector now produces less than one-tenth of the maize that it produced in the 1990s. 
b. Large-scale commercial maize (corn) production now accounts for less than 5% of the country’s total maize production. 

c. National cereal production in 2007 is estimated to be 44% down on last year’s government estimate, resulting in a significant national food gap. The maize harvest estimate is 799 000 tonnes (46% down on 2006)

d. Only an estimated 10% of the country's winter wheat crop was planted due to shortages of fuel and fertilizer

· Wheat production plummeted: For more information:  www.economic.co.zw 

· Grain withheld by Mozambique: During August 2007, Mozambican authorities withheld 36 000 tonnes of wheat destined for Zimbabwe pending payment of US$15 million owed by the government for the grain.
· Impact of power outages:  In September 2007, the Agricultural Research and Extension Department of the Ministry of Agriculture said power outages cutting off irrigation forced wheat farmers across the country to abandon wheat crops during germination, leaving a total current harvest of about 145 000 tons, two thirds short of projected requirements.

· Estimated number of commercial farmers still on farms:  Of the 4 300 large-scale commercial farmers operating in Zimbabwe in 2000, only an estimated 350 to 400 remain at work.  They currently face an escalating campaign of violence in the run up to the 2008 elections.
· Number of farm workers displaced:  Approximately 500 000.

· Farm workers needing food aid:  An estimated 150 000 former farm labourers are in need of food aid because they lost their livelihoods.

· The World Food Program continues to list Zimbabwe as one of the Global Hunger Hotspots.  For more information:

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWB.NSF/db900SID/EGUA-7BRSSU?OpenDocument
· Food aid requirements: By January 2008 it was estimated that the population (urban and rural) in need of food assistance would have risen to around 4.1million. For more information:

http://www.wfp.org/english/?ModuleID=137&Key=2511 

· Fuel shortages:  The country secured less than 5% of the agricultural sector’s fuel requirement for the 2007/08 season, which led to speculation that agricultural production would plummet further. 

· Reverting to ox-drawn ploughs:  For more information:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zimbabwean_dollar 
· Corruption / manipulation of food aid: The Grain Marketing Board (GMB), the only legal cereal trader, regularly asks people to produce Zanu-PF membership cards before it will sell them staple food.

· Beneficiaries of “land reform” programme:  The so-called land reform programme has served to largely benefit Zimbabwe’s elite- security forces, Zanu-PF’s politburo members, their family members and even judges. 

· October 2007: Politburo rejects a land reform report:  At the end of October 2007, in a remarkable turn of events, Zanu-PF’s decision-making body, the politburo, rejected a land reform report that proposed a further ‘purging’ of the few remaining white farmers.  For more information: http://allafrica.com/stories/printable/200711020721.html
· Grain bill doubles:  For more information:  http://allafrica.com/stories/200712061036.html 

· Tobacco production for 2008:  The Zimbabwe Tobacco Growers Association 
(ZTGA) announced that production would decline by 20% to less than 70 million kg due to heavy rains and shortages of both fertilizer and diesel.  The country’s tobacco production has plummeted since 2000; when the country had produced a record 236 million kg.

Tourism Sector
· Pre 1998:  Zimbabwe’s tourism industry was one of the fastest-growing economic sectors in the country, with an annual average growth rate of 18.5% (tourist arrivals) from 1989 to 1998.

· 2004:  Zimbabwe's revenues from tourism fell from US$700m in 1999, to just US$60m. 
· 2007:  Despite the 26% increase in tourist arrivals from 1,5 million during the first 9 months of 2006 to 2 million during the corresponding period of 2007, the number of tourists from major foreign currency generating markets like Europe and America remained depressed.  For more information.
http://allafrica.com/stories/200712071050.html 

Unemployment

· Over 85% unemployment.  

· The disruption of the business sector through chaotic price controls has further escalated unemployment levels.

Emigration / Brain Drain / Refugee Crisis 

· Literacy:  Zimbabwe had the highest overall literacy rate in Southern Africa at 90% followed by South Africa with 86%, according to United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation statistics on literacy. However, since 1995 the adult literacy rate has declined steadily.  Today experts report that Zimbabwe’s overstretched education system is, in many instances, producing unemployable illiterates.

· External employment: 75% of Zimbabweans with a job are employed outside their country.

· A nation in exile:  25% of all Zimbabweans are in political or economic exile – the biggest proportional mass movement of a population in ‘peacetime’ ever in modern history.

· Brain drain:  In 2005, a study by the Scientific and Industrial Research and Development Centre (SIRDC) reported that close to 500 000 of Zimbabwe's "professional cream" had left in recent years to work abroad.  However, the study noted that the figure could be a "gross under-estimation" of the real number of Zimbabwean workers in the Diaspora. For more information: http://www.fin24.com/articles/default/display_article.aspx?Nav=ns&ArticleID=1518-1786_1807205 
· South Africa – deportations:  The International Organisation for Migration, which opened an office to assist deported Zimbabwean refugees on the northern side of the border, reported that a total of 80 000 Zimbabwean “illegals” had been deported by the South African government in 2006.  During the first 6 months of 2007, the Department of Home Affairs disclosed that more than 100 000 Zimbabweans had been deported.
· The cost of a passport:  The Registrar-General’s Office now charges US$220 (to be paid in foreign currency) which in January 2008 amounted to an estimated Z$16 500 000. For more information on the currency: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zimbabwean_dollar 

Living Standards

· Population malnourished:  An estimated 45% of the population is malnourished, one of the highest rates in the world.  For more information:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_Zimbabwe 

· Poverty Datum Line January 2008:  More than 85% of Zimbabweans now live below the Poverty Datum Line or breadline.  For more information:

http://www.crisiszimbabwe.org/print.php?news.205 

· It is estimated that at least 80% of the population lives below the poverty datum line of US$1 a day

· In January 2008, the poverty datum line in the country shot up to a staggering 100 million Zimbabwe dollars. One hundred million dollars, worth more than US$3 300 at the official exchange rate, is around four times an average policeman’s monthly salary.  On the widely used black market for foreign currency, Z$100 million is worth less than US$20.  For more information: http://www.fin24.com/articles/default/display_article.aspx?ArticleId=1518-25_2249487 

· An independent analyst estimates that, if 4 out of 5 people live below the Poverty Datum Line and there are 8 million people left in the country, up to 6.5 million could need food aid.

· Diaspora support:  A 2006 study found that at least half of all households in Harare and Bulawayo were regular recipients of goods and money provided by relatives living outside the country.  For more information: http://www.ipsterraviva.net/Africa/viewstory.asp?idnews=1626 
The Plight of the Children

· Orphans:  The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) estimates that 1.6 million Zimbabwean children, a quarter of the total, are orphans — the highest percentage in the world. For more information:  http://www.un.org/radio/7385.asp 

· Child headed households:  UNICEF estimated there are at least are 100 000 child headed households.

· 2007:  Increasingly, boarding schools have little or no food.  In many instances, students are living on porridge alone, while some schools have been forced to shut down altogether.

Health   
· Statistics released in October 2007 by the government claiming that HIV/AIDS prevalence had declined from 18,1% to 15,6% over the past four years were viewed with scepticism.  It is believed that HIV infection rates may be as high as 40% given that the population was an estimated 12.5 million in 2000, but between 4 and 5 million Zimbabweans are believed to have fled the country.

· Tuberculosis: Zimbabwe has over 100 cases of TB/100 000 population, the highest WHO risk category. For more information:

http://www.afro.who.int/home/countries/fact_sheets/zimbabwe.pdf 

· Life expectancy: 34 years for women and 37 years for men.  Even in war-torn Afghanistan, life expectancy is still above 40.

· Number of doctors per 10 000 people:  Just 1. 

(World Health Organisation statistic 2006)

· Average deaths per week:

a. AIDS related deaths per week: 
3 500 – 5 000

b. TB deaths per week:  


1 000 (estimate)

c. Malaria deaths per week:  

   550 (estimate)

For more information:

http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1751 :

· Diarrhoea- (August 2007):  As many as 900 cases of diarrhoea were reported daily at Harare clinics.

For more information:  http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportId=73897 

· Terminally ill patients- (December 2007):  A doctor at a rural clinic outside Bulawayo said the clinic sends the terminally ill home before they die; as it is cheaper to send a live body on a bus than a dead corpse on a donkey cart.  For more information: http://www.kubatana.net/html/archive/opin/071206times.asp?sector=OPIN 

· US aid contribution: For more information: http://allafrica.com/stories/200801170559.html 
· Food aid estimates:  By January 2008, it was estimated the population in need of food assistance would have risen to around 4.1 million.

· The wheat harvest for 2007, estimated at 145,000 MT, was only expected to meet about 40% of the national annual wheat consumption requirement, estimated at 400,000 MT. The 2007 harvest was expected to be one of the worst in the last three years, with only 60% of the harvests actually recorded in 2004-2006. Under this scenario, Zimbabwe faces a wheat deficit of about 255,000 MT.

Human Rights

· The Gukurahundi Massacres:  Over 20 000 documented murders by the Zimbabwe government took place during the Gukurahundi massacres in Matabeleland of the mid 1980s.  This is the equivalent of South Africa’s Sharpeville massacre every day for over nine months. 
For more information: http://www.kubatana.net/html/archive/hr/080130iwpr.asp?sector=HR&year=0&range_start=1 

http://www.sokwanele.com/thisiszimbabwe/archives/576 

· Survivors of torture:  1 in 10 people in Matabeleland over the age of 30 are estimated to be survivors of torture.

· Psychologically disturbed:  1 in 10 Zimbabweans now need psychological help.

· Human rights abuse statistics: Internationally recorded human rights abuses (15 000 in eight years) were up by 50% last year.
· Malawian citizens:  Tens of thousands of people of Malawian extraction, mainly farm workers, were forced out of Zimbabwe during the land invasions.  Those who remain are scattered widely and live in abject poverty.
· Victimisation of the opposition – March 2007:  The victimisation of Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) leaders and activists has been ongoing.  It escalated dramatically in 2007 when MDC leaders and members, as well as a broad cross-section of people from civil society and church groups, were attacked by the police on March 11.  The civilians were walking to a Harare venue to attend a prayer meeting organised by the ‘Save Zimbabwe Campaign’.
· Between March and mid April 2007, the victimisation of MDC leaders and activists intensified, with provincial and local activists affiliated to the MDC being specifically targeted. Victims of torture were detained, denied medical attention and access to their lawyers; because of their political affiliation. Many were afraid to seek medical attention for fear of further beatings. More than 200 MDC members were affected, with the number of total individuals exceeding 600.
· MDC statistics: Since the South African led negotiations began in April 2007, the MDC reported that in October 2007, a total of 103 rallies and marches had been crushed.  In addition, seven murders, 18 rapes, 69 abductions, 459 cases of torture, 2 323 cases of interference or intimidation, 1 141 cases of assault and 152 cases of unlawful detention had been recorded.
· Zimbabwe Peace Project statistics. The Zimbabwe Peace Project report covering human rights violations between January and June 2007 recorded 4 122 incidences of human rights violations; most instances being politically motivated. 

· Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum statistics:  The Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum released a report on 23 August 2007 warning that the year was on course to be the worst for human rights violations perpetrated by police and government agents during the seven years of political turmoil in Zimbabwe. 

· Reported human rights violations between January and July 31, 2006 totalled
3 468; the reported violations over the same period in 2007 increased
by almost 90% to 6 527 incidents.

· Torture of women:  40% of women from the activist group Women of Zimbabwe Arise (WOZA) have suffered physical torture and 50% have been detained longer than the statutory limit of 48 hours without being brought to court.

Operation Murambatsvina

· Operation Murambatsvina (2005), the government’s ruthless programme to destroy informal urban homes and force people - perceived to be opposition supporters - into the rural areas. This rendered more than 700 000 Zimbabweans homeless or jobless. 

· Operation Murambatsvina also resulted in the destruction of at least 32 500 small and micro-businesses across the country, creating a loss of livelihood for more than 96 600 people, mostly women.

· Thirty eight families from the MDC stronghold of KweKwe were left homeless during October 2007, after council officials from the town, accompanied by heavily armed police officers, used sledgehammers to knock down their homes.

Mugabe’s Mansions

· Located 16 km north of Harare, Mugabe’s 25 en-suite bedroom mansion is the size of a medium-sized hotel.  It is located on an estate of 17.6ha and is guarded by highly sophisticated security systems, including a multimillion-rand radar system. 

· The mansion has 25 bedrooms, a flat for each of the three Mugabe children, a helipad, swimming pools and servants' quarters. The house is three times bigger than State House, the official residence of the country's head of state.

· Building the mansion is reported to have cost in excess of US$ 26 million, in a country where most people now live below the breadline.
Environment/wildlife

· The ‘economic meltdown’ has had a wide-ranging and devastating impact on what was one of Africa's premier tourist draws.

· Some 90% of animals on conservancies and commercial farms have been lost since 2000, while the country has seen an estimated 60% of its total wildlife killed off, the Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force said in a report issued in June 2007.

· The total losses of wildlife on private game ranches is estimated to be over 90%, a total of about 560 000 animals. 
· Zimbabwe had 620 private game farms before the land seizures began, but now has 14. And of 14 conservancies before 2000, only one remains. 

· Along with plummeting wildlife numbers, the country has seen massive deforestation and the neglect of some national parks.

· The trend is a disaster, because Zimbabwe once had some of the worlds most progressive and successful conservation policies. 

· In 2006, the government is reported to have slaughtered a hundred elephants; so their meat could be served as part of Independence Day celebrations.

· It is also reported that Zimbabwe recently sold ivory to China in exchange for military hardware. 

· Wildlife destruction has become so severe that even Zimbabwe's authoritarian government is acknowledging its’ mistakes. 

For further information:

1) National Geographic Magazine:

2) http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2007/08/070801-zimbabwe-animals.html
3) Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force:  www.zctf.mweb.co.zw 

4) Zim Conservation:  www.zimconservation.com  
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