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It is time to take all the Children Back to School

(MDG goal # 2) 
INTRODUCTION

THE GLOBAL MARCH AGAINST CHILD LABOUR -Zimbabwe 2007
This year 2007 the Global March Against Child Labour Organization,  New Hope Foundation  and other organizations want to move forward and strengthen the fight against child labour and bring all  Business people, church and political leaders on one platform so that they  pledge to make provisions for good quality education for children for the brighter future of  all communities and the country.
As reported in The Herald (Harare) on June 27, 2007, Zimbabwe is afflicted by child labour and the issues have also been compounded by the HIV/AIDS scourge and the increasing number of child headed families.
With an estimated 37.2 million adults living with HIV around the world, large numbers of children have family members that are living with HIV, or who have died of AIDS. These children may themselves experience the discrimination that is often associated with HIV. They may also have to care for a sick parent or relative, and may have to give up school to become the principle wage-earner for the family. When adults fall sick, food still needs to be provided ​– and the burden of earning money usually falls on the oldest child.

An estimated 218 million children aged 5-17 are engaged in child labour, excluding child domestic labour. Some 126 million of these children are believed to be engaged in hazardous situations or conditions, such as working in mines, working with chemicals and pesticides in agriculture or working with dangerous machinery. They are everywhere but invisible, toiling as domestic servants in homes, labouring behind the walls of workshops, hidden from view in plantations. (UNICEF).
New Hope Foundation (NHF) stands for the rights of women and children.

New Hope foundation (NHF) was born as a national & regional response to HIV and AIDS pandemic. Our main reason for existence being elimination of child Labour, sexual abuse, exploitation and other forms of abuse as well as working towards creating a better and secure future for all our children by taking them back to school. 

We at New Hope Foundation like what our name portrays we support and focuses on the family mission, which helps to shape a child to become a future responsible adult and also a peace loving member of any community in this World.

We do this by establishing and maintaining Community cluster foster care homes and social clubs, This is a strategy we use to instill Hope as well easing the pain and suffering inflicted on all vulnerable children and youths especially young girls.

We would like to ensure the best living environment in which children will grow up to be responsible adults and feel challenged, respected and accountable as they strive to meet the demands of adulthood.
We are a Child Rights defender, a specialist in Child Labour issues, and Women’s Human Rights using and advocating for a non violent approach. Our strategy to mitigate HIV & AIDS is through Community Cluster Foster Care Homes. Community social clubs, Psychosocial support training centers and life skills Education and Training which include all sporting Displines (As we consider sporting a unifying factor) We also provide care and support to the traumatized children most of whom are involved in child labour and abusive situations not because they want to get employed at such tender ages but because they do not have any choice.  

We have also seen that Children are also traumatized as a direct result of the breakdown of their core of family units, due to devastating effects of the HIV& AIDS Pandemic which is in the whole World.

OUR idea of Community Cluster Foster Homes, is meant to provide a home and a family to every child, we aim to provide the opportunity for every child to enjoy a secure and healthy childhood. In this environment strong family and Human values and principles will be instilled in every child, so as to equip them to become productive citizens, who have potential to become future leaders.

 This model will not only be used for child Protection only but will also be used to conduct parental, marriage and family life education; this will be done through outreach, workshops and impact seminars to make the community is self sustainable.
New Hope Foundation’s operating notion is teamwork; the change will not be possible by one person’s effort or by one organization’s work. We believe that it is all of us the government, individuals and non government organizations who have to come at one platform together, and work to bring an equally bright smile on everyone(regardless of sex, colour, race, religion, nationality or any other discriminatory measure)  innocent child’s face in Zimbabwe and the region. New Hope Foundation would work as a helping hand for the government and responsible ministries in child protection and women empowerment issues.

SOME FORMS OF WORST CHILD LABOUR
First of all we should agree to the fact that the issue we are about describe  here is in existence and in its worst forms and that the perpetrators are among us and sometimes they do it intentionally or unintentionally but in all the arenas it is the child who suffers. 

Children start working as young as four-year-old, tied to rug looms to keep them from running away, to seventeen-year-olds working on farms and in houses as domestic workers. S/He losses his/her childhood under the rugs behind the domestic chores and farm lands. 

Prevents the child from going to school. 
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Ellen (name changed) works for her neibour to feed her siblings(April 2007)

The Children's Rights Division at the Human Rights Watch has focused its efforts on the worst forms of child labor, those prohibited by the ILO’s Convention 182 Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention.  Children, who work long hours, often in dangerous and unhealthy conditions, are exposed to lasting physical and psychological harm. Children often left disabled with eye damage, lung disease, stunted growth, and a susceptibility to arthritis as they grow older. Children are exposed to highly toxic fumes from machinery, handle dead worms that cause infections, and guide twisting threads that cut their fingers. Children harvesting sugar cane in El Salvador use machetes to cut cane for up to nine hours a day in the hot sun; injuries to their hands and legs are common and medical care is often not
 available. 
All these innocent children are denied the opportunity and right to education and a normal childhood, some children are confined and beaten which is in true sense slavery. Some are deprived of basic human right of freedom of movement (to leave the workplace and go home to their families on time). These enlisted incidents shows the violation of basic human rights .We have found similar problems in Asia, the Middle East, Latin America, and the United States: children work for long hours, the profit bearers give for the traumatizing conditions to the vulnerable children just nutritional efficiency wages (meager money to buy food) or sometimes they are referred to as trainees and are given merely nothing at all. As they are easy to control they are often subjected to physical abuse, exposed to dangerous pesticides, exploited and are made to work with too dangerous tools.
Harmful Effects of Child Labour

     There are many harmful effects of child labour. These include:  

· Loss of educational opportunities. Many children and young people who work either withdraw from school or find their educational performance declining because of the work which will lead to an illiterate adult with unemployment for him and will consequently result in underdevelopment of the country.
· Physical harm. Working children may experience physical harm in a number of ways. 
· Increased risk of accidents - children and young people often work in unregulated environments where little attention is paid to safety.

· Assault - working children often experience violence in the workplace from adult staff and managers. Children and young people living and working in the street are also at risk of physical violence from police officers and other authority figures.

· Violent theft- this is a risk faced by children in street vending.

· Risk of illness- from poor hygiene and exposure to bad weather.

· Harmful effects- from pesticides.
· Sexual abuse.- This includes rape. Effects include unwanted pregnancy, sexually-transmitted infections and HIV infection. 
· Physical Abuse and exploitation. These include prostitution, slavery, trafficking, debt bondage and forced labour.

Girls are more vulnerable to these harmful effects of child labour than boys. Our objectives in tackling these aspects of the complex and troubling child labour issues include drawing attention to the plight of child workers, helping to end these appalling practices, and contributing to the debate on the rights dimension of the larger issue of children and work.
This year starting on the 1st to the 31st of December 2007 Global March against Child Labour partner New Hope Foundation is going to organize an awareness march. This march will start from Harare the Capital City of Zimbabwe to Plumtree in Matabeleland South. This shall be a 541 kms physical march that will go through 5 Cities and 2 towns all in 6 Provinces.

The Global March Against Child Labour Organization with its 140 partners encourages governments to honour their commitments to protect children from abuse and exploitation and mobilizes support for the proposed ILO Convention on the worst forms of child labour. The Global March states its objectives as follows:

· raising widespread awareness of child labour; 
· urging governments to ratify and enforce laws that protect children and provide them with education; mobilizing greater national and international funding to support education for all children; labour; 
· demanding the immediate elimination of the most intolerable forms of child labour; promoting positive action by employers and consumers; an 
· Ensuring the proper rehabilitation of child labourers.
· School retention of all children of school going age. 
Action Plan 
As the physical walk of 541 km from Harare the Capital City of Zimbabwe to Plumtree  start  and end the 150 core marchers would carry highly informative placards, posters and banners, raise slogans, perform street theatres and plays. They would organise street meetings and at least one big rally or mass meeting everyday. The marchers would also address press conferences besides media documentation by accompanied and visiting media personnel. The March would generate awareness; help parents air their views on the problem.               
ISSUES THAT WOULD BE ADDRESSED AS CONTRIBUTING FACTORS TO CHILD LABOUR ARE:
· Child Labour

· HIV and AIDS 

· Gender
· Human (child)trafficking  

· Domestic violence 

· Poverty (Political & Economic instability) 

· Inheritance and forced marriages 

Objectives of the March 
Overall objectives of the Global March Against Child Labour- Zimbabwe 2007
Are to contribute to the reduction of excessive labour and exploitation of children.

Specific Objectives 

· To raise widespread awareness and educate the public and children on child labour issues. 

· To advocate for better policies on child labour and urging governments to ratify and enforce laws that protect children. 

· To educate local child protection institutions and individuals on the impact and dangers of excessive child labour and exploitation. 

· To mobilize funds for interventions and alleviating the lives of children involved in child labour. 

· mobilizing greater national and international funding to support education for all children; 

· demanding the immediate elimination of the most intolerable forms of child labour; promoting positive action by employers and consumers; and 

· Encourage community fostering and rehabilitation of child laborers 

· To facilitate and lead the formation of a child rights activist coalition in Zimbabwe. 

Activities envisage

The intervention strategy can be divided into three phases

Phase 1, 
THE PRE-MARCH ACTIVITIES
These include surveys to gather information on the extent of child labour in the communities, identify affected communities and social groups. The other major activity is the capacity building of NHF staff on child labour related issues, public relations and communication. Awareness campaigns (road shows, musical shows, print and electronic media) will be carried out to raise public awareness on child labour and exploitation. This will also give an insight into the views and ideas of the people on the issue of child labour.
· Road shows will be done in Mutare, Masvingo, Marondera, Bindura and Beitbridge.Musical shows will be done in Harare, Kwekwe, Gweru, Bulawayo and Plumtree.
· A clean up campaign will be done three days before the launch in Mbare’s Matapi flats. Other clean up campaigns will be done in selected schools in Harare, Norton, Chegutu, Kadoma, Gweru, Bulawayo and Plumtree.

Phase 2,
 THE ACTUAL MARCH. 

The march will begin in Harare on 01 December 2007 and end in Plumtree on 31 December 2007 covering the provinces of Harare, Mashonaland West, Midlands, Matabeleland South and Bulawayo. A total of 541 km will be covered. One hundred and fifty (150) people will be involved in the march as the core group to cover the entire 541 km. Participants will be New Hope Foundation staff, Global March Organization representative(s), child parliamentarians, children from the communities where child labour is rife, representatives from various child focus humanitarian organizations and government departments. However the number will increase as others join in solidarity particularly in the main cities. Twenty-five kilometers (25- 30kms) will be covered per day after which people will camp for the night.

Public addresses will be done in Harare, Norton, Chegutu, Kadoma, Kwekwe, Gweru, Shangani, Bulawayo and Plumtree. A program shall be developed as we approach the days for the march and will be circulated to all stakeholders.
The launch of the March will be done in Harare on 01 December 2007. This day also coincides with The World Aids Day. The launch will begin by a march in the Capital City from Harare gardens via, Samora Machel, into Second Street, then Kenneth Kaunda, Julius Nyerere and finally congregate at the Town House.  Speeches, songs and drama will be done at Town House. After that the first step of the march will be taken towards Plumtree.
Phase 3,
THE POST MARCH ACTIVITIES.

Thirty people comprising NHF staff members and volunteers will go for a one week psychosocial support camp at the Salvation Army run Masiye Camp in Matopos, Bulawayo. This will allow a moment of reflection, team building and a focus into the future.

A financial and narrative report will be produced at the end of the march. This report will be circulated to all the stakeholders. After that a two day feedback work shop will be conducted to review and share the report of the march and also agree on the way forward. 

Information dissemination will be done through the publication of a supplement in the print media and adverts in the electronic media. A new project proposal address child labor issues and challenges will be developed. This document will form the basis of New Hope Foundation’s interventions on child labour.
This will be achieved through participation by government departments other and NGOs with relevant sectoral mandate. This will be in line with New Hope Foundation’s principle on teamwork, networking and solidarity. Participating NGOs will add value and their voices on the march. This also creates an opportunity for the cascading down of skills and knowledge to the wider community.

Participating stakeholders will be expected to contribute in cash or kind towards the Global March against Child Labour. It is expected that other organizations along the way will host the marching team.

The march targets all those who might in one way or the other be affected by child labour and the perpetrators and potential perpetrators of child labour.

However the Global March Against Child labour- Zimbabwe 2007 primarily targets the general populations and specifically the policy makers, children who work on farms, mines, industry, domestic work and also engaged in informal work, child protection institutions, women’s organizations, individuals, companies and farmers to mention just a few. 
Expected Outcomes:
· Policy reforms on child protection policies with specific chapters on child labour. 

· Common and standing labour regulations on working children. 

· Positive judgments and directives from the State and the Supreme Court of Zimbabwe 

· Independent monitoring mechanism installed for various sectors (e.g. cooperate sector, agricultural sector, domestic sector and mining sector) 

· Increased knowledge and awareness on children’s rights and various laws pertaining to child labour. 

· Increased prosecution and conviction of child labour perpetrators.  

· Increased cooperation among child rights activist organizations. 

· Marked drop in the number of cases involving child labour. 

We hope that information disseminated prior, during and after the march will reach approximately five million (5,000,000) people. This can be achieved by vigorous campaigns through print media, the sponsored walk, television and radio programs and awareness campaigns countrywide.
HOW CAN YOU HELP???

The success of the march depends on us all. The time has come that we should all raise our voice against exploitation to bring changes in lives of the children. 
The lists of things that you can do are as follows:
By walking with our core marchers – You can walk with our 150 core marchers which consist of former victims of child labour and social activists.   

By spreading awareness among your colleagues, office mates and locality- Child labour is a heinous crime and cannot be stopped without people’s participation therefore spread this message all around. Stick the posters in colleges, offices colony. Tell your friends through, yahoo groups and other networks. Write letters to the editors of the newspapers magazines to write article on this issue. 

By helping us in making staying and food arrangements for our marchers- If the march is passing through your area mobilize organizations and churches to make staying and food arrangements. 

By volunteering – For this march we can use any skill from envelop stuffing to research work. To find out more about how can you get involved as a volunteer, contact us at info@globalmarch.og and elfasz9@gmail.com 
By making a donation- We are a people’s movement working for the rights of millions of exploited children, so the money needed to keep our campaigns running comes from people like you. Your donations will make all the difference. For more information contact info@globalmarch.org and elfasz9@gmail.com
 Geographical Coverage of the March 
See map attached……..
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STAND-UP JOIN US AND BE COUNTED

FOR THIS AND MORE VISIT THIS LINK. http:// www.globalmarch.org
PLEASE SUPPORT OUR WORK BY SIGNING THE PETITION ON THIS LINK.
A child working in hazardous situation will suffer from serious disorders in his adult life which will reduce life expectancy of the Adults. 


 An illiterate adult is more ignorant toward HIV\AIDS, domestic violence and related issues which will again increase the danger of the youth falling in the trap of life threatening diseases. 
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